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Objective
This PhD aims at the development and evaluation of long-term adaptation strategies as
support to the fisheries sector and policy makers and hopes to contribute to the
development of the Belgian fisheries into an innovative, flexible and sustainable activity,
able to cope with changing circumstances, including climate changes.
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Belgian sea fisheries in peril
The Belgian fishing fleet operates in a complex, changing and uncertain environment.
The strong specialization of the Belgian fisheries (beam trawl, flatfish) makes the sector
rather vulnerable to the continuously changing circumstances and threaten the livability
of the sector. Recently the sector has been faced with yet another factor which
contributes to the growing uncertainty: climate change.
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Target species: Sole (solea solea)
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ICES areas where the Belgian 
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Rising fuel prices
Changing densities and distribution 
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Involve all stakeholders
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Fishing technique:beam trawl
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Necessary reconversion of fleet
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Crew emptying cod-end
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Fisheries today: Future challenges:
